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Title: Graduate Student Association (GSA) Student Activity Fees

WHEREAS the graduate student community consists of traditional and non-traditional students with spouses and families, 

WHEREAS the range in the age of graduate students is in the late twenties to early thirties,

WHEREAS most of these students live off campus and many have careers and families. Consequently, their interests differ from those of undergraduate students,

WHEREAS many graduate students cannot attend an event where they cannot bring their family, 

WHEREAS graduate students also have a close relationship with the faculty in their department and often try to foster relationships with them during extra-curricular activities, 

WHEREAS family-friendly activities and activities involving faculty/staff are not currently fundable though SA,

WHEREAS the meeting times and activity times of many SA events are inconvenient for the graduate student community as a whole,

WHEREAS professional development and interdisciplinary ventures are top priorities for graduate students,

WHEREAS conference travel is currently only funded by SA when an organization as a whole is attending, 

WHEREAS conferences frequented by graduate students are interdisciplinary in nature and span multiple organizations,
WHEREAS graduate students also tend to attend conferences in smaller groups than are currently recognized by SA guidelines; these ventures should be encouraged and funded,

BE IT ENACTED by the Student Association of The University of Tulsa that
1) GSA shall submit its documents for further review by SA.
2) Prior to the allocations process of the Student Association of The University of Tulsa that 60% of the graduate student activity fees be transferred to GSA for distribution among the graduate organizations that fall under the GSA guidelines set forth and agreed upon by the GSA Senate,
3) Graduate student organizations be ineligible for any SA allocations, conference travel, co-sponsorship, and new organization funding,
4) GSA shall fund all conferences where graduate students constitute greater than 50% of the funded attendees regardless of the status of the organization,
5) Any graduate student in an undergraduate organization remain eligible for SA conference travel,
6) GSA as an organization be eligible for co-sponsorship at the discretion of SA Cabinet,
7) The Student Association Senate shall retain authority to charter graduate organization as outlined in the SA SOC chartering guidelines,
8) SA FAC and the SA Treasurer will review GSA’s progress at least once per year through the Spring semester of 2012; if at any point the review proves holistically unsatisfactory, legislation shall be introduced to revert to the previous funding scheme, and
9) At any point after the first annual review, SA FAC shall have the power to introduce legislation to adjust the percentage of student activity fees returned to GSA.
Passed 3/10/2009.
